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Funeral Mass for [NAME] (baptised child)
[insert date]





[Insert Church Name]



[Insert Celebrant]






[Entrance Hymn- Optional]	  

Entrance antiphon
Come, you blessed of my Father, says the Lord; receive the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 

Celebrant: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All:		Amen.

Celebrant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.
All:            And with your Spirit.

Collect
Celebrant: 	Most compassionate God, who in the counsels of your wisdom have called this little child to yourself on the very threshold of life, listen kindly to our prayers and grant that one day we may inherit eternal life with him/her, who,, by the grace of Baptism you have adopted as your own child and who we believe is dwelling even now in your Kingdom. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever.
All:	Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
**** 
Note: There are multiple readings suggested. Only one First reading, one Responsorial Psalm; one Second Reading and one Gospel are required. See linked document and insert the appropriate readings for the time of year.
****

First Reading

Responsorial Psalm

Second Reading

Gospel Acclamation

Gospel

Homily 	

	General Intercessions 
	 



Celebrant: 	We pray to God for NAME and his [her] family. We pray for the needs of the world and in particular for families, the Domestic Church, where life is welcomed, cherished and lived.
 
Reader: 	We pray for all those who grieve the loss of this child. May Our Lady take them under her mantle and give them healing, hope and consolation. Let us pray to the Lord.
All:	Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: 	We pray for the Church, that she may faithfully and courageously proclaim Christ the Saviour to the world. Let us pray to the Lord.
All:	Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader:	We pray for all families who grieve the loss of a loved one, particularly those who suffer from the loss of a child. Let us pray to the Lord.
All: 	Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: 	We pray that the Holy Family may strengthen and comfort those who suffer and mourn. May they find hope in life everlasting. Let us pray to the Lord.
All: 	Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: 	We pray that life at all stages will be respected and nurtured as the greatest gift ever endowed on humanity. Let us pray to the Lord.   
All: 	Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: 	We pray for the unborn, particularly those in danger of death and for those considering abortion. With the help of society, may these precious lives be brought into the world safely. Let us pray to the Lord.   
All: 	Lord, hear our prayer.


Celebrant: 	Father, we know that life is the greatest gift which you have bestowed upon humanity, may we be truly grateful for this precious gift and protect and nurture it always. We ask this prayer through Christ our Lord.
All: 	Amen. 


THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
(Preface I, II of the dead)

[Offertory Hymn- Optional]

Preparation of the Offerings
Celebrant:		Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
for through your goodness we have received
the bread we offer you:
fruit of the earth and work of human hands,
it will become for us the bread of life.
All: 	Blessed be God for ever.

Celebrant: 	Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
for through your goodness we have received
the wine we offer you:
fruit of the vine and work of human hands,
it will become our spiritual drink.
All: 		Blessed be God for ever.

Celebrant: Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters),
that my sacrifice and yours
may be acceptable to God,
the almighty Father.
All: 	May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of his name, for our good and the good of all his holy Church.

Prayer over the offerings
Celebrant:	Sanctify these offerings we bring you, O lord, that the parents, who now entrust to you the child you gave them, may come to embrace him (her) with joy in your kingdom.
Through Christ our Lord

All:		Amen

Preface

Celebrant:	The Lord be with you.
All:	And with your spirit.

Celebrant:	Lift up your hearts.
All:	We lift them up to the Lord.

Celebrant:	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All:	It is right and just

Celebrant:	It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks, Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. For through the saving Passion of your Son the whole world has received a heart
to confess the infinite power of your majesty, since by the wondrous power of the Cross your judgement on the world is now revealed and the authority of Christ crucified.
And so, Lord, with all the Angels and Saints, we, too, give you thanks, as in exultation we acclaim:

Sanctus / Holy Holy
All:	Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of hosts.  
	Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
	Hosanna in the highest.  
	Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.

Eucharistic Prayer	                          			(please kneel)

The mystery of faith.

All:	We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
	and profess your resurrection
	until you come again.

The Doxology	
Celebrant:	Through him, and with him, and in him,
	O God, almighty Father,
	in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
	all glory and honour is yours,
	for ever and ever.
All:	Amen.						(please stand)

THE COMMUNION RITE

Celebrant:	At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say:
All:	Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation: but deliver us from evil. 
Celebrant:		Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,
graciously grant peace in our days, 
that, by the help of your mercy,
we may be always free from sin 
and safe from all distress,
as we await the blessed hope
and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
All:	For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever.

Sign of Peace

Celebrant:	The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All:	And with your spirit.

Celebrant:	Let us offer each other the sign of peace.

Lamb of God / Agnus Dei
All:	Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
	Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
	Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace.

Communion	                                        		(please kneel)

Celebrant:	Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.
All:		Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.

Communion Antiphon
Buried with Christ through baptism into his death, we believe that we shall also live with Christ. 

[Communion Hymn- Optional]                    	
 
Prayer after Communion
Celebrant:	Having received the Communion of Your Son’s Body and Blood, O Lord, we ask you faithfully to comfort amid the sorrows of this life those whom you have graciously nourished by these sacred mysteries, so as to strengthen their hope of life eternal.
Through Christ our Lord.
All:	Amen.

Final Commendation and farewell
Celebrant: Trusting in God, we have prayed together for [NAME] and now we come to the last farewell. There is sadness in parting, but we take comfort in the hope that one day we shall see [NAME] again and enjoy his [her] friendship. Although this congregation will disperse in sorrow, the mercy of God will gather us together again in the joy of His kingdom. Therefore, let us console one another in the faith of Jesus Christ.

Or 	Before we go our separate ways, let us take leave of our brother [sister]. May our farewell express our affection for him [her]. May it ease our sadness and strengthen our hope. One day we shall joyfully greet him [her] again when the love of Christ, which conquers all things, destroys even death itself.

Song of Farewell
Celebrant:	Saints of God, come to his [her] aid!
	Come to meet him [her], angels of the Lord!
All:  	Receive his [her] soul and present him [her] to God the Most High.

Celebrant: May Christ, who called you, take you to Himself;
	may angels lead you to Abraham’s side.
All:  	Receive his [her] soul and present him [her] to God the Most High.

Celebrant: Give him [her] eternal rest, O lord,
	and may Your light shine on him [her] for ever.
All:  	Receive his [her] soul and present him [her] to God the Most High.

Incensing of the coffin

Prayer of commendation
Celebrant:	Father, into your hands we commend our brother [sister]. We are confident that with all who have died in Christ he [she] we be raised to life on the last day and live with Christ for ever. We thank you for all the blessings you gave him [her] in this life to show your fatherly care for all of us and the fellowship which is ours with the Saints in Jesus Christ. Lord, hear our prayer; welcome our brother [sister] to paradise and help us to comfort one another with the assurance of our faith until we all meet in Christ to be with you and with our brother [sister] for ever.
	We ask this through Christ our Lord.
All:	Amen

Procession to the place of internment

[Recessional Hymn- Optional] 



