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Mass for 15th October
St Teresa of Jesus
Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Day





[Insert Church Name]



[Insert Celebrant]





[Entrance Hymn- Optional]	  

Entrance antiphon
Like the deer that yearns for running streams, so my soul is yearning for you, my God; my soul is thirsting for God the living God.

Celebrant: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All:		Amen.

Celebrant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.
All:            And with your Spirit.

Kyrie	
Lord have mercy		Kyrie eleison
		Christ have mercy		Christe eleison
Lord have mercy		Kyrie eleison


Collect
Celebrant: O God, who through your Spirit raised up Saint Teresa of Jesus to show the Church the way to seek perfection, grant that we may always be nourished by the food of her heavenly teaching and fired with longing for true holiness. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

All:	Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 	Rm 8:22-27

The Spirit himself intercedes for us with longing too deep for words.

From the beginning till now the entire creation, as we know, has been groaning in one great act of giving birth; and not only creation, but all of us who possess the first fruits of the Spirit, we too groan inwardly as we wait for our bodies to be set free. For we must be content to hope that we shall be saved- our salvation is not in sight, we should not have to be hoping for it if it were - but, as I say, we must hope to be saved since we are not saved yet - it is something we must wait for with patience.
The Spirit too comes to help us in our weakness. For when we cannot choose words in order to pray properly, the Spirit himself expresses our plea in a way that could never be put into words, and God who knows everything in our hearts knows perfectly well what he means, and that the pleas of the saints expressed by the Spirit are according to the mind of God.
The word of the Lord.

Responsorial psalm

R. The judgements of the Lord are true, all of them are just.

1. The law of the Lord is perfect,
it revives the soul.
The rule of the Lord is to be trusted,
it gives wisdom to the simple. R

2. The precepts of the Lord are right,
they gladden the heart.
The command of the Lord is clear,
it gives light to the eyes. R

3. The fear of the Lord is holy,
abiding for ever.
The decrees of the Lord are truth
and all of them just.  R

4. They are more to be desired than gold
than the purest of gold
and sweeter are they than honey,
than honey from the comb.  R


Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!
Remain in my love, says the Lord;
all who live in me, and I in them will bear much fruit.

Alleluia!

Gospel
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 	(Jn 15:1-8)

All who live in me, and I in them, bear fruit.

Jesus said to the disciples:
‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that bears no fruit he cuts away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes to make it bear even more. 
You are pruned already, by means of the word that I have spoken to you. Make your home in me, as I make mine in you. As a branch cannot bear fruit all by itself, but must remain part of the vine, neither can you unless you remain in me.
I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in me, with me in him, bears fruit in plenty; for cut off from me you can do nothing. Anyone who does not remain in me is like a branch that has been thrown on the fire, and they are burnt. 
If you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask what you will and you shall get it. 
It is to the glory of my Father that you should bear much fruit, and then you will be my disciples.’

The Gospel of the Lord.

Homily 	

	General Intercessions 
	 



Celebrant: 	On Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Day we pray to God for the needs of the world and in particular for families, the Domestic Church, where life is welcomed, cherished and lived.
 
Reader: 	We pray for the Church, that she may faithfully and courageously proclaim Christ the Saviour. Let us pray to the Lord.
All:	Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader:	We pray for all families who grieve the loss of a loved one, particularly those who suffer from the loss of a child, including through miscarriage, ectopic pregnancy, stillbirth, in infancy or childhood. Let us pray to the Lord.
All: 	Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: 	We pray that the Holy Family may strengthen and comfort those who suffer and mourn. May they find hope in life everlasting. Let us pray to the Lord.
All: 	Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: 	We pray for all those couples who have been unable to conceive or bring forth life. May their loving contributions to society and to the Church be acknowledged and rewarded. Let us pray to the Lord.  
All: 	Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: 	We pray that life at all stages will be respected and nurtured as the greatest gift ever endowed on humanity. Let us pray to the Lord.   
All: 	Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: 	We pray for the unborn, particularly those in danger of death and for those considering abortion. With the help of society, may these precious lives be brought into the world safely. Let us pray to the Lord.   
All: 	Lord, hear our prayer.


Celebrant: 	Father, we know that life is the greatest gift which you have bestowed upon humanity, may we be truly grateful for this precious gift and protect and nurture it always. We ask this prayer through Christ our Lord.
All: 	Amen. 




THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
Preparation of the Offerings
Celebrant: 	Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
for through your goodness we have received
the bread we offer you:
fruit of the earth and work of human hands,
it will become for us the bread of life.

All: 	Blessed be God for ever.

Celebrant: 	Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
for through your goodness we have received
the wine we offer you:
fruit of the vine and work of human hands,
it will become our spiritual drink.

All: 	Blessed be God for ever.


[Offertory Hymn- Optional]

Prayer over the Offerings

Celebrant: Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters),
that my sacrifice and yours
may be acceptable to God,
the almighty Father.
All: 	May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of his name, for our good and the good of all his holy Church.

Celebrant: 	May our offerings, O Lord, be acceptable to your majesty, to whom the devoted service of Saint Teresa was pleasing in such great measure. Through Christ our Lord.

All:		Amen

Preface

Celebrant:	The Lord be with you.
All:	And with your spirit.

Celebrant:	Lift up your hearts.
All:	We lift them up to the Lord.

Celebrant:	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All:	It is right and just

Celebrant:	It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.
For through the saving Passion of your Son
the whole world has received a heart
to confess the infinite power of your majesty,
since by the wondrous power of the Cross
your judgement on the world is now revealed
and the authority of Christ crucified.
And so, Lord, with all the Angels and Saints,
we, too, give you thanks, as in exultation we acclaim:

Sanctus / Holy Holy
All:	Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of hosts.  
	Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
	Hosanna in the highest.  
	Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.

Eucharistic Prayer	                          			(please kneel)

The mystery of faith.

All:	We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
	and profess your resurrection
	until you come again.
	
The Doxology
Celebrant:	Through him, and with him, and in him,
	O God, almighty Father,
	in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
	all glory and honour is yours,
	for ever and ever.
All:	Amen.						(please stand)

THE COMMUNION RITE

Celebrant:	At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say:
All:	Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation: but deliver us from evil. 
Celebrant:		Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,
graciously grant peace in our days, 
that, by the help of your mercy,
we may be always free from sin 
and safe from all distress,
as we await the blessed hope
and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
All:	For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever.

Sign of Peace

Celebrant:	The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All:	And with your spirit.

Celebrant:	Let us offer each other the sign of peace.

Lamb of God / Agnus Dei
All:	Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
	Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
	Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace.

Communion	                                        		(please kneel)

Celebrant:	Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.
All:			Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.

Communion Antiphon
I will sing for ever of your mercies, O Lord; through all ages my mouth will proclaim your fidelity.

[Communion Hymn- Optional]                    	
 
Prayer after Communion
Celebrant:	Grant, O Lord our God, that your family, whom you have fed with the Bread of heaven, may follow the example of St Teresa and rejoice to sing of your mercies for all eternity. Through Christ our Lord.
All:	Amen.

The Concluding Rites
Celebrant:	The Lord be with you.
All:	And with your spirit.

Celebrant:	May almighty God bless you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All:	Amen.

Celebrant:	Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life.
All:	Thanks be to God.

[Recessional Hymn- Optional] 



