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Mass of the Holy Innocents
28th December





[Insert Church Name]



[Insert Celebrant]





[Entrance Hymn- Optional]	  

Entrance antiphon
The innocents were slaughtered as infants for Christ; spotless, they follow the Lamb and sing for ever: Glory to you, O Lord.

Celebrant: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All:		Amen.

Celebrant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.
All:            And with your Spirit.

Kyrie	
Lord have mercy		Kyrie eleison
		Christ have mercy		Christe eleison
Lord have mercy		Kyrie eleison

Gloria 
All: 	Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect
Celebrant: 	O God, whom the Holy Innocents confessed and proclaimed on this day, not by speaking but by dying, grant, we pray, that the faith in you which we confess with our lips may also speak through our manner of life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.
All:	Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading
A reading from the first letter of St John 	Jn 1:5-2: 2

The blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us of all sin.

This is what we have heard from Jesus Christ, and the message that we are announcing to you: God is light; there is no darkness in him at all. If we say that we are in union with God while we are living in darkness, we are lying because we are not living the truth. But if we live our lives in the light, as he is in the light, we are in union with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.
If we say we have no sin in us, we are deceiving ourselves and refusing to admit the truth; but if we acknowledge our sins, then God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and purify us from everything that is wrong. To say that we have never sinned is to call God a liar and to show that his word is not in us.
I am writing this, my children, to stop you sinning; but if anyone should sin, we have our advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ, who is just; he is the sacrifice that takes our sins away, and not only ours, but the whole world’s.

The word of the Lord.

Responsorial psalm

R. Our soul has escaped like a bird from the hunter’s nest.

1. If the Lord has not been on our side
when mean rose against us,
then would they have swallowed us alive
when their anger was kindled. R

2. Then would the waters have engulfed us,
the torrent gone over us; 
over our head would have swept
the raging waters. R

3. Indeed the snare has been broken 
and we have escaped.
Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
who made heaven and earth. R

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!
You are God, we praise you;
You are the Lord; we acclaim you;
The glorious company of apostles praise you.
Alleluia!

Gospel
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew	(Mt 2:13-18)

Herod killed all male children who were in Bethlehem.

After the wise men had left, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother with you, and escape into Egypt, and stay there until I tell you, because Herod intends to search for the child and do away with him.’ So Joseph got up and, taking the child and his mother with him, left that night for Egypt, where he stayed until Herod was dead. This was to fulfil what the Lord had spoken through the prophet;
	I call my son out of Egypt.
Herod was furious when he realised that he had been outwitted by the wise men, and in Bethlehem and its surrounding district he had all the male children killed who were two years old or under, reckoning by the date he had been careful to ask the wise men. It was then that the words spoken through the prophet Jeremiah were fulfilled; 
A voice was heard in Ramah, sobbing and loudly lamenting; it was Rachel weeping for her children, refusing to be comforted because they were no more.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Homily 	

	General Intercessions 
	 



Celebrant: 	On this feast of the Holy Innocents we pray to God for the needs of the world and in particular for families, the Domestic Church, where life is welcomed, cherished and lived.
 
Reader: 	We pray for the Church, that she may faithfully and courageously proclaim Christ the Saviour, just as the Holy Innocents did in the land of Israel. Let us pray to the Lord.
All:	Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader:	We pray for all families who grieve the loss of a loved one, particularly those who suffer from the loss of a child, including through miscarriage, ectopic pregnancy, stillbirth, in infancy or childhood. Let us pray to the Lord.
All: 	Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: 	We pray that the Holy Family may strengthen and comfort those who suffer and mourn. May they find hope in life everlasting. Let us pray to the Lord.
All: 	Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: 	We pray for all those couples who have been unable to conceive or bring forth life. May their loving contributions to society and to the Church be acknowledged and rewarded. Let us pray to the Lord.  
All: 	Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: 	We pray that life at all stages will be respected and nurtured as the greatest gift ever endowed on humanity. Let us pray to the Lord.   
All: 	Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: 	We pray for the unborn, particularly those in danger of death and for those considering abortion. With the help of society, may these precious lives be brought into the world safely. Let us pray to the Lord.   
All: 	Lord, hear our prayer.


Celebrant: 	Father, we know that life is the greatest gift which you have bestowed upon humanity, may we be truly grateful for this precious gift and protect and nurture it always. We ask this prayer through Christ our Lord.
All: 	Amen. 


THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
(Preface I, II or III of the Nativity of the Lord)

[Offertory Hymn- Optional]

Preparation of the Offerings
Celebrant: 	Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
for through your goodness we have received
the bread we offer you:
fruit of the earth and work of human hands,
it will become for us the bread of life.
All: 	Blessed be God for ever.

Celebrant: 		Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
for through your goodness we have received
the wine we offer you:
fruit of the vine and work of human hands,
it will become our spiritual drink.
All: 	Blessed be God for ever.


Prayer over the Offerings

Celebrant: Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters),
that my sacrifice and yours
may be acceptable to God,
the almighty Father.
All: 	May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of his name, for our good and the good of all his holy Church.

Celebrant: 	Receive O Lord, we pray, the offerings of your devoted servants and purify us as we faithfully serve these, your mysteries, by which you grant justification even to those who lack understanding.
Through Christ our Lord.
All:		Amen

Preface

Celebrant:	The Lord be with you.
All:	And with your spirit.

Celebrant:	Lift up your hearts.
All:	We lift them up to the Lord.

Celebrant:	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All:	It is right and just

Celebrant:	It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.
For through the saving Passion of your Son
the whole world has received a heart
to confess the infinite power of your majesty,
since by the wondrous power of the Cross
your judgement on the world is now revealed
and the authority of Christ crucified.
And so, Lord, with all the Angels and Saints,
we, too, give you thanks, as in exultation we acclaim:

Sanctus / Holy Holy
All:	Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of hosts.  
	Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
	Hosanna in the highest.  
	Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.

Eucharistic Prayer	                          			(please kneel)

The mystery of faith.

All:	We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
	and profess your resurrection
	until you come again.

The Doxology	
Celebrant:	Through him, and with him, and in him,
	O God, almighty Father,
	in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
	all glory and honour is yours,
	for ever and ever.
All:	Amen.						(please stand)

THE COMMUNION RITE

Celebrant:	At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say:
All:	Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation: but deliver us from evil. 
Celebrant:		Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,
graciously grant peace in our days, 
that, by the help of your mercy,
we may be always free from sin 
and safe from all distress,
as we await the blessed hope
and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
All:	For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever.

Sign of Peace

Celebrant:	The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All:	And with your spirit.

Celebrant:	Let us offer each other the sign of peace.

Lamb of God / Agnus Dei
All:	Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
	Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
	Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace.

Communion	                                        		(please kneel)

Celebrant:	Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.
All:			Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.

Communion Antiphon
Behold those redeemed as the first fruits of the human race for God and the Lamb, and who follow the Lamb wherever he goes.

[Communion Hymn- Optional]                    	
 
Prayer after Communion
Celebrant:	Grant, O lord, abundant salvation to your faithful as they receive your holy gifts on the feast day of these, your Saints, who, though still unable to profess your Son in speech, were crowned with heavenly grace on account of his birth. Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
All:	Amen.

The Concluding Rites
Celebrant:	The Lord be with you.
All:	And with your spirit.

Celebrant:	May almighty God bless you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All:	Amen.

Celebrant:	Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life.
All:	Thanks be to God.

[Recessional Hymn- Optional] 



